Close call at Newark spurs safety questions at airports
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Close call at Newark

ONLY IN NEWSDAY
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A United Airlines jetliner
landing Sunday afternoon at
Newark Liberty International
Airport struck a light pole and
a tractor trailer truck being
driven on the New Jersey Turn-
pike hauling bakery goods, a ter-
rifying crash captured on the
driver’s dashcam video.

Newark is one of the airports
nationwide with approaches
over crowded traffic areas, re-
quiring maneuvering near
urban infrastructure close by.

What are the chances that
a similar incident could
happen again?

Runway

LaGuardia
Airport

Grand Central Pary

Relatively low, but still
higher than in a sparsely popu-
lated area where planes don’t
land in the vicinity of a metrop-
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See maps of area
airports whose runways
are close to highways
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olis or its crowded suburbs.

What happened on Sunday?
Both the plane, with about
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spurs safety questions at airports

230 people aboard, and the bak-
ery’s truck were damaged
when the plane hit the tractor
trailer, as well as a pole, caus-
ing it to tip over and strike a
Jeep. United said the company
is undertaking a “rigorous
safety inspection” over what
happened.

What's the latest in the
probe?

The National Transportation
Safety Board, which is investi-
gating the case, has classified
the incident as an accident that
is being probed by agency staff.
Investigators will examine
“multiple factors, including
flight operations, meteorologi-
cal conditions, human perfor-
mance, Crew resource manage-
ment, aircraft performance and
air traffic control.”

What are the chances of a
similar incident?
Typically airports have

“pretty big buffer” zones be-
tween the landing zone and the
airport boundary fence, said
George Hodyno, a retired air-
line pilot who was born and
raised in Elmont.

“However,  airports in
densely populated areas have
reduced overruns,” Hodyno
said, adding: “the margin for
error in airports like these is re-
duced. Fly an approach too low
or a sudden wind shear could
make the approach a little
dicey.”

What about local area
airports?

Even as the chances of a
crash between a landing plane
and an object below are low, La-
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Guardia and Republic airports
have the most comparative vul-
nerability in the region.

“MacArthur and Kennedy
are not that bad,” said Michael
Canders, an aviation safety sub-
ject expert and former military
pilot with almost 50 years of pi-
loting experience

LaGuardia Airport

Canders noted the Grand
Central Parkway’s proximity to
the airport and is “close to road-
ways.” The parkway -carries
hundreds of thousands of vehi-
cles each day, with airplanes fly-
ing overhead.

Kennedy Airport

Rockaway Boulevard, an exte-
rior road in some of the south-
ernmost parts of Queens and
New York City, is close to Run-
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ways 22R and 22L, planes are
visible from the roadway. The
road is perpendicular to the
runways. Canders said that
Kennedy is not as vulnerable as
some other area airports.

Still, Hodyno said, that’s
“pretty darn close to the road.”

Republic Airport

Of Long Island airports, Re-
public is among the closest to
traffic and the built-up environ-
ment of Long Island. Canders
said there are close roadways,
including Route 109, with some
proximity to the Southern State
Parkway.

“Typically airports are built,
and then there’s an encroach-
ment of property, there’s an en-
croachment of development,
that may be close to where the
aircraft land, and so it is riskier, if

you will, typically not of concern
to travelers, but not a bad idea to
get in the habit of knowing to
look out of the car, always.”

Long Island MacArthur
Airport

Canders, examining the map,
pointed out that MacArthur is
close to Route 454, a key thor-
oughfare in Suffolk County,
along with adjacent roads near
the airport.

The terrain is relatively flat
near MacArthur, said Janie
Daly, the director of Farming-
dale State College’s aviation
center.

Compared with Newark, she
said, “MacArthur really does
not have the same overpasses
or roadways that are elevated
right up against the approach
end of the runways.”
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